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SCRISOARE PASTORALA ADRESATA EPISCOPIEI ORTODOXE ROMANE DIN
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Clerului, monahilor, si credinciosilor din Episcopia Romana,

Harul Domnului nostru lisus Hristos si dragostea lui Dumnezeu Tatal si impartasirea Sfantului Duh
sd fie cu voi cu toti

Sfantul Sinod al Episcopilor Bisericii Ortodoxe in America a incheiat retragerea spirituala, care a
avut loc sdptdmana trecutd la Manastirea ”Adormirea Maicii Domnului” din Rives Junction,
Michigan. Una dintre sarcinile cele mai dificile ale acestei intruniri a fost convocarea Curtii Sinodale
la Biserica ”Sf. Dumitru” din Jackson, Michigan pentru a asculta si dezbate anumite acuzatii,
referitoare la unele infractiuni canonice, aduse Preasfintitului Parinte Irineu, Episcop Vicar al
Episcopiei Ortodoxe Roméne din America. Dupd multa rugaciune si deliberari atente, Curtea
Sinodala a hotarat ca Episcopul Irineu sa fie depus din treapta arhieriei si din toate treptele clericale
si redus la statutul de simplu monah. (Inaltpreasfintitul Parinte Nathaniel, Arhiepiscop de Detroit si
al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Roméne din America, a lipsit motivat de la sedinta Curtii Sinodale, din
motive de sanatate, neluand parte Tn niciun fel la deliberari, nadajduind ca Duhul Sfant i va calauzi
pe ierarhi in deliberarea lor. A fost instiintat asupra deciziei sinodale dupa ce aceasta a fost luata.)

Detaliile problemelor care au condus la convocarea Curtii Sinodale sunt de natura confidentiala si
nu vor fi facute public.

Sfantul Sinod a luat aceasta decizie cu multa amaraciune, avand insa convingerea ca aceasta decizie
a fost necesara atat pentru mantuirea monahului de acum Irineu, cét si pentru pastrarea ordinii si a
randuielii turmei lui Hristos. In acelasi timp, indltim rugciuni pentru credinciosii nostri, in special
pentru membrii Episcopiei Roméne a Bisericii Ortodoxe din America.

Episcopii au incredintatd de la Dumnezeu responsabilitatea de a asigura ordinea in Biserica, precum
si continua pastorire si supraveghere a celorlalti frati ierarhi. Noi suntem legati in aceasta misiune Tn
primul rand de Evanghelia Méantuitorului lisus Hristos si de traditia canonica a Bisericii. Prin urmare,
problemele care-i privesc pe episcopi trebuie totdeauna sa le tratdm cu seriozitate si sa raspundem
cu masuri pastorale adecvate pentru toti cei implicati.
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Noi transmitem dragostea si grija noastra credinciosilor Episcopiei Roméne si va indemnam la
rugaciune, pentru a nu fi coplesiti de sentimente de dezbinare, ci mai degraba sa cautati pacea lui
Hristos.

Fie ca Milostivul si Tubitorul Dumnezeu sa ne ajute pe noi toti sa-1 facem voia Sa in toata lucrarea
si sd intareasca In inimile noastre Harul Duhului Sfant, Care pretutindenea este si pe toate le plineste.

Al vostru Tn Hristos,

+TIKHON

+dbh

Arhiepiscop din Washington
Mitropolit a toata America si Canada
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ARCHPASTORAL LETTER
TO THE ROMANIAN ORTHODOX EPISCOPATE OF AMERICA

To the Clergy, Monastics and Faithful of the Romanian Episcopate,

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

The Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America has concluded its retreat, held
during the past week at Holy Dormition Monastery, Rives Junction, Michigan. One of the most
difficult tasks of that meeting was the convening of the Synodal Court at St. Demetrius Orthodox
Church in Jackson, Michigan, to hear certain charges relating to canonical infractions brought
against the Auxiliary Bishop of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America, His Grace, Bishop
Irineu. After much prayerful and intense deliberation, the Synodal Court determined that Bishop
Irineu be deposed from the episcopacy, removed from the ranks of the clergy and returned to the
status of a simple monk. (His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel, Archbishop of Detroit and the
Romanian Episcopate, was excused from participating in the decision of the Synodal Court due to
illness and did not vote in the deliberations, placing his trust that the Holy Spirit would guide his
fellow bishops. He was notified of the Synodal decision after it was rendered).

The details of matters which led to the convening of the Synodal Court are confidential and will
not be released publicly.

The Holy Synod made this decision with much sorrow, but with the conviction that it was a
necessary action both for the salvation of the now Monk Irineu and for the preservation of the good
order and stability of the flock of Christ. At the same time, we offer our prayers for the faithful,
especially the members of the Romanian Episcopate of the Orthodox Church in America.

The bishops have a God-given responsibility to address the good order of the Church and the
continuing leadership and oversight by brother bishops. We are bound to this primarily by the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and by the canonical tradition of the Church. Therefore, we must always
take matters concerning bishops seriously and respond in the proper pastoral way for all
concerned.

We offer our love and concern for the faithful of the Romanian Episcopate. We exhort you to pray,
S0 as to not be overcome by divisive emotions, but rather seek to attain the peace of Christ.
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May our merciful and loving God strengthen all of us to do His will in all things and preserve in
our hearts the grace of the Holy Spirit, who is everywhere present and fills all things.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
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+TIKHON
Archbishop of Washington
Metropolitan of All America and Canada
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